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News from the Celtic Tiger 


Our second newsletter has gone out to every TD 
(deputy) in the land, together with a call for a 
debate in the Dail (Irish Parliament) on the issues 
raised by the "Millenium Round" of the WTO. It 
also went out to every Member of the European 
Parliament, together with a copy of the 
"Statement from members of International civil 
society opposing a new round of comprehensive 
trade negotiations at the WTO" and a list of Irish 
NGOs who endorsed it. 


In the meantime, the Irish public may know very 
little about the WTO and its works, but it is 
beginning to learn an awful lot about the reasons 
why the Irish economy is doing so well while the 
working people of Ireland are doing so badly. 


The answer lies in the fiscal paradises (Isle of 
Man, Channel Islands, Cayman Islands) where the 
"Golden Circle" salted away their benefits, while 
lecturing the people on the’ need for 
competitiveness in the market place and therefore 
pay restraint and curtailment of labour rights. 


Yet, an article that appeared in the Sunday 
Business Post of 12th September under the title 
“The well-paid demand more” was not referring to 
company directors with off-shore accounts but ... 
to a pay claim put in by the nurses’ unions. 


On 22nd September, a front page article in the 
Irish Times denounced another financial scandal: 
“Payments to Redmond believed to total millions!" 
A more modest article on page 2 discreetly 
announced a "Share the Wealth" march organised 
by the National anti-Poverty Network to highlight 


the fact that national pay agreements have failed 
to close the gap between rich and poor and a third 
of Irish children live in poverty. 


The Celtic Tiger is a very sick animal indeed. 
Claudine Gaidoni 

ireland@attac.org 

(ATTAC Ireland has a meeting every Thursday 
evening. Please contact them for more 
information) 





The WTO, or the assault on democracy 


At the last French parliamentary elections, the 
"plural left" was elected with a large majority. Its 
campaign platform did not, to my knowledge, 
include the privatisation of state-run health 
services, nor the demolition, either of the state 
education system, or of any other of the French 
public services. 


Yet these very measures (which no government 
calling itself left-wing could openly endorse) stand 
a good chance of being imposed by the 
intermediary of the World Trade Organisation - 
whose initials have been made familiar to the 
French public by the recent farmers' protests (see 
‘Sand in the Wheels' N° 3). 


It was the WTO which authorized the imposition of 
a 100 % customs tax (representing USD $116.8 
million) on certain products from France, Italy 
Belgium and other countries - amongst which 
Roquefort cheese - in reprisal for the EU ban on 
importation of American hormone-treated meat. 


The WTO is an_ intergovernmental institution 
created in 1995, to take over from the GATT. With 
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a membership of more than 130 states - but not 
including either Russia or China - its one aim is to 
suppress all hindrances to world trade. Its 
postulate is : the more trade, the more growth, 
and the more wealth for all. 


In point of fact, economic history demonstrates 
that the exact opposite is true : if free trade can 
be good for the strong, it can spell ruin for the 
weak, as is attested by the state of affairs in many 
countries of Africa and South America, which 
either believed in this ideological chimera, or had 
it imposed on them. 


Undeterred, the United States and the European 
Commission propose nevertheless to put on the 
agenda of the coming WTO conference, due to 
take place at Seattle in late November, the 
liberalisation (as it is chastely called) of sectors 
which, in countries like France, are still run as 
public services, on the basis of nation-wide 
solidarity. 


What is in the offing - if citizen resistance doesn't 
stand in the way - is a plunge into a universe 
where everything is considered saleable, including 
the human body. And this to the sole advantage 
of financial institutions and multinational holdings, 
eager to break into territory from which, up to 
now, they have been excluded. And without the 
electors' opinion ever having been consulted. 
Clearly, we are long way from mere considerations 
of international trading. 


The French government will not be negotiating at 
Seattle. It will be the European Commission, 
which is known to be in favour of the most 
unbridled forms of free trade. However, the 
Commission has to act according to a mandate 
given by the 15 states which compose the 
European Union. The French Prime Minister, Mr 
Lionel Jospin, will therefore shortly be faced with 
an historic responsibility. 


Either, in the name of an ill-conceived notion of 
European solidarity, he will totally or partially give 
way to the most ultraliberal of his partners (led by 
the friends of Mr Tony Blair, worthy successors to 
Mrs Margaret Thatcher). In this case, he will be 
betraying the principles on the basis of which he 
was brought to power. 


Or, he will prove capable of saying a categorical 
"no" to an agenda which violates the will of the 
French people, massively hostile to ultraliberalism, 
as all the opinion polls and elections prove. Even 
the right-wing French deputy, Mr Alain Madelin, is 


casting about for another word to replace "liberal", 
a term he deems responsible for the pitiable 
showing, in the recent European parliamentary 
elections, of the list he presented with Mr Nicholas 
Sarkozy. 


Some people will object that a negative attitude 
on the part of the French Prime Minister would 
provoke a European-wide crisis. This may be so. 
But would this not be salutary - and in any case 
preferable to a world-wide crisis of civilisation? 


Bernard CASSEN 
President of ATTAC France 


attac@attac.org 
(Translation Barbara Strauss) 


A letter from a Minister 


People from all over the world have sent me 
messages of encouragement after the publication 
of an article in « Le Monde Diplomatique » 
indicating that | was one of the instigators of the 
Finnish governments initiative to back the Tobin 
Tax. 


| thank you all for your support but, at the same 
time, | must be realistic and inform everyone that 
they should not hope for rapid progress in this 
domain. This is also true for the Finnish 
government, which is composed of a _ large 
coalition of 5 parties within which certain elements 
are likely to oppose any concrete measures to 
introduce such a tax. 


Despite the fact that international finance and 
commerce are not part of my government 
portfolio, | will do my utmost to push the Tobin 
Tax, working in close cooperation with various 
NGO’s who have done a considerable amount of 
work on the theme of globalisation in order to 
move towards a more socially equitable world 
order. 


| believe that such a new world order should 
include a system such as the Tobin Tax, but | also 
believe that it may be easier to advance on other 
fronts. 


| recently proposed that when the MAI 
negotiations restart- as they undoubtedly will, 
under the auspices of the WTO rather than the 
OCDE-that they should be redesigned as 
negotiations on a MAPSI convention i.e. a 
convention on Public Services and Investment, 
which would announce clearly , amongst other 
things, the rights of governments to define which 
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public services will not be subjected to the 
competition of the international markets. 


A convention on the rules of international 
investment is not a bad idea as such, but the 
problem is that the MAI project would have 
changed the present balance of rights and 
responsibilities between private companies and 
governments to be radically in favour of those 
companies, whereas the objective should be to 
reinforce the role of the governments. 


Yours Sincerely 

Erkki Tuomioja 

Commerce and Industry Minister 
Social Democrat Party 
(Translation Graham Mitchell) 


Latin American Shout of the 


Dispossessed 
For work, justice and life. 


Just a few days away from the new millennium, 
our ardent vision of a new life impels us to take 
things into our own hands, set aside all feelings of 
impotence, pool our efforts, and open up the way 
to the society we want.. As a Start, let's make 
ourselves heard, let's give voice to a shout which 
will reverberate in the eardrums of those who 
govern us (and who only have ears for the 
powerful). Let's tell them that if there's no future 
for us, there's no future for anyone, since the 
mainstream agenda of "death" (with its irrational 
logic of exclusion) is leading us to humanity's self- 
destruction. Our shout announces that the time 
has come for the agenda of "life", of human 
dignity and of good sense. This is the shout of the 
dispossessed. 


What is this shout ? 


It's a great popular demonstration to denounce all 
types of exclusion,show the way to go and the 
things that can be done. It's an on-going process 
in which all categories of the dispossessed can 
take their place, have their say, and participate at 
every stage. 


The shout was born in Brazil 5 years ago, in 
response to the spread of poverty which was 
observed in the wake of implementation of 
neoliberal policies. The clamour has since spread 
to other parts of the region, and various social, 
ecumenical and labour movements, working 
together, decided to develop the Latin American 
Shout of the Dispossessed, with the watchword, 


"For work, justice and life", which will reach a high 
point on October 12th, 1999. 


Aims: 

- To denounce the perverse neo-liberal model, 
which leads to poverty and exclusion, and is a 
threat to life and to the environment. 

- To give new vigour to the sovereignty of peoples 
and the defence of life 
- To redeem social debts 
- To fight for the cancellation of the external debt. 


Lines of approach : 

- Denounce the present situation : external debt, 
social inequality, oppression, lack of democracy, 
unemployment, etc. 

- Give voice to aspirations : work, justice, life, 
dignity, peace, democracy, solidarity, etc. 

- Link up the forces available at all levels: 
geographically, at local, national, regional and 
international levels, and in terms of organisations 
(movements, groupings, networks, etc.), because 
the shout is made up of many specific shouts, 
each one referring to a _ particular concrete 
situation, which together form one great shout. 


Criteria : 

The Shout is 

- an immense meeting of the ways, of all the 
different ways of implementing hopes, in which 
the guiding precept, “unity in diversity", ensures 
respect for the autonomy and individual rhythm of 
each active participant. 

- it functions on the principle of active 
participation, so that development grows with the 
involvement and responsibility of those taking 
part, and not through bureaucracy. 

- it functions on the principle of decentralization, 
meaning that each person takes the initiatives he 
or 

she thinks best, while making sure they are 
passed on to the others by means of a body 
designated to facilitate intercommunication. 

- a series of social link-ups, so as to encourage 
coordination and the drawing up of common 
agendas and programmes. 

- an initiative to stimulate other initiatives as well 
as creativity manifesting on all levels, in response 
to the challenges arising from each concrete 
situation. 

- an opportunity to create a series of links, 
building permanent bridges of communication 
between groups of whatever nature which are 
involved in bringing together the dispossessed. 


Preparation : 
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- Set up a team of coordinators in each country, 
broad-based enough to include social and 
ecumenical movements, NGO's etc. 

- As far as possible, centralize the information 
from each country in a secretariat, using the 
structures of any one of the existing groups. 

- Create an articulated network of local and 
regional groups, and of individuals prepared either 
to contribute to local activities or to make 
suggestions for national coordination. 

- Decentralize events for the say of the Shout, so 
as to have things happening in the maximum 
number of places, so as to facilitate participation 
by depossessed people. 

- Contribute financially as far as possible, to help 
make it a collective construction, achieved with 
the help of all. 


Coming events : 
- For the year 2000, the Shout of the 
Dispossessed will manifest on the level of the 
whole continent, 


with a great march of all the peoples to the world 
financial centre : New York. 


Should you wish further information, please 
contact the following agencies in our name : 


Secretaria del Grito de los Excluidos/das 
Rua Caiambé 126, 

04264-060 Sao Paolo - SP - Brasil 
Tel/fax : 0055-11-272.0627 

e-mail: pastmigra@usway.com.br 





Agencia Latinoamericana de Informacion 
Internet: info@alai.ecuanex.net.ec 

Direccion : Casilla 17-12_877, Quito - Ecuador 
Tel. (593 2) 505074 Fax: (593 2) 505073 
URL: http://alainet.org 

(translation Barbara Strauss) 








Rendezvous with ATTAC 


From this issue to the next one here is the list of ATTAC meetings around the world. For more 





information, please see: <http://attac.org/fra/cale> 


e Wednesday: ORLEANS (FR) - MINAS GERAIS (CH) 
e Thursday: GENEVE (CH) - MINAS GERAIS (BR) - SAINT DENIS (FR) - LAON (FR) 
e Friday: MONTREUIL (FR) - SAINT DIE (FR) - BREST (FR) - MINAS GERAIS (BR) - 


BRUSSEL (BE) 


e Saturday: SAINT DIE (FR) 6 MINAS GERAIS (BR) 


e Sunday: ORLEANS (FR) - SAINT DIE (FR) 


e Tuesday: PARIS 15 (FR) - GRENOBLE (FR) - SAINT DENIS (FR) - ANGERS (FR) 
e Wednesday: SAINT DENIS (REUNION ISLAND) - REIMS (FR) - CAEN (FR) - PARIS 13 (FR) 


